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The Ministry of Economic Affairs is keen to help Dutch 
entrepreneurs to innovate. Innovation is an important 
prerequisite for economic growth, a healthy competitive 
position, and higher employment levels. The Ministry employs 
a number of instruments for this purpose. One such instru-
ment is the WBSO (R&D Tax Credit Act). The WBSO enables you 
to reduce your R&D costs – not just wage costs, but also other 
expenses associated with your R&D project, such as the cost of 
prototypes or research equipment. This brochure explains 
more about this scheme.
 
 How does the WBSO scheme work?
The WBSO scheme subsidises the wage costs of employees carrying 
out R&D. If you run a company (that is, you are not self-employed), 
then you can also apply for WBSO tax credit with respect to other 
costs and expenses incurred by an R&D project. Your payroll taxes 
are reduced. 
If you are self-employed in the sense of income tax, and you devote 
at least 500 hours per calendar year to R&D, then you are eligible 
for a fixed deduction in your wage tax. As a self-employed person 
you cannot claim for costs and expenditures, and you cannot 
choose a fixed sum.

 Who is eligible for a WBSO tax credit?
All Dutch entrepreneurs carrying out R&D projects can make use 
of the WBSO: from start-ups, self-employed entrepreneurs, and 
MSEs to multinationals working in every field of business. 
Public knowledge institutes are not eligible. 

 What kinds of project are eligible for a WBSO tax credit?
•   The development of technically new (parts of ) physical  

products, production processes, or software.
•   Technical scientific research.

Are you planning to carry out research 
or development work?

 Reduce your R&D costs simply with the WBSO

Efficient Smart Glasses
Faster processing of orders and fewer mistakes made can 
result in major savings in the logistics sector. The company 
Arox developed software for Smart Glasses that enable 
employees in the warehouse to work up to 25% faster and 
make fewer errors than before. The glasses show order 
information in real time in their field of view and scan the 
items, so employees have both hands free. Arox was able to 
start this daring development process with uncertain results 
thanks to the WBSO. Following pilots among customers and 
implementation of a number of improvements, Arox expects 
to launch the Smart Glases to the market in early 2017.

 What conditions does a project need to meet?
For a development project, you are developing something 
technically new for your company. You have encountered a 
technical problem, and you are searching for a new solution  
whose action is demonstrable.
For technical scientific research, you are seeking to explain  
a phenomenon that cannot be accounted for on the basis of 
existing knowledge. Your research comprises two core elements:  
a technical and a scientific one.

You can apply for WBSO for both types of project, as long as:
•  you systematically organize and carry out the R&D activities 

yourself;
•  the work has yet to be carried out (a WBSO tax credit must always 

be applied for in advance).



  For which costs and expenses can WBSO tax credits be requested?
The WBSO distinguishes between ‘costs’ and ‘expenses’:
•    ‘costs’ are the total amount you pay in order to carry out your 

R&D;
•    ‘expenses’ are the total amount you pay to acquire new capital 

equipment with which to carry out your R&D.

You can apply for WBSO tax credits against the costs and expenses 
incurred directly by your own R&D, provided:
• the costs are entirely (100%) and exclusively incurred by the R&D;
•  the expenses are linked to the R&D (though they need not be 

100% attributable to R&D). 
Note: you can also apply for WBSO tax credits against the costs and 
expenses that other companies operating within your fiscal entity 
incur for the purposes of R&D.
 

 Actual costs and expenses
For ‘actual costs and expenses’ you are required to maintain an 
administration of the actual costs and expenses incurred, and to 
report these to us annually. Are you going to spend €1 million or 
more on a piece of R&D equipment? In that case, a maximum of 
20% of this amount is eligible for WBSO tax credits every year for 
five years. 

Examples of ‘costs’ are:
• costs incurred for the purchase of materials and parts you 

need in order to build a prototype or to carry out tests;
• costs incurred in renting third-party equipment you need 

exclusively to carry out your R&D.

Examples of ‘expenses’ are:
• the cost of equipment or instruments specifically intended 

for your R&D;
• new buildings or sections of new buildings to the extent 

that these are used for your R&D work.

Organs-on-a-chip  
Mimetas developed a new technology, ‘organs-on-a-chip’, 
with the help of WBSO, RDA, Eurostars and the Innovation 
Credit. On the OrganoPlate®, an advanced 3D culture plate, 
Mimetas cultures small 3D pieces of human tissue and 
organs. Through administration of medicines to these 
tissues, the effects of those medicines on humans can be 
better predicted. This eliminates the need to use test 
animals, saves money and makes ‘personalised medicine’ 
possible. The TEDxBinnenhof international jury selected 
Mimetas as one of the ten most inspiring companies in 
Europe. The organisation aims to further disseminate 
groundbreaking innovations that contribute to social issues.

	 Make	your	choice:	a	fixed	sum,	or	the	actual	costs	and	expenses
When applying for a WBSO tax credit, you can choose between:
• a fixed sum, or 
• the actual amount of costs and expenses. 
The choice you make in your first WBSO application for 2017  
applies to the whole calendar year.

 Fixed sum
For a ‘fixed sum’ what counts is the number of allocated R&D 
hours. All employers responsible for withholding income taxes 
(except the self-employed) may select this simple option, regard-
less of the number of allocated R&D hours. The lump sum is 
calculated as €10 per allocated R&D hour (up to a maximum of 
1,800 R&D hours per calendar year) plus €4 per allocated R&D hour 
for any additional R&D hours. Choosing the fixed sum option 
means a considerable reduction in the administrative burden.  
You are not required to maintain details of the costs and expenses 
incurred, nor to provide us with these details. You simply report, 
at the end of the calendar year, the actual R&D hours invested.



 Hospital-waste recycling system
Pharmafilter has come up with a waste recycling system for 
hospitals that guarantees patient safety. Plates, cutlery, urinals 
and bedpans are all washed away as quickly as possible in the 
new waste system developed by Pharmafilter. The materials 
are made from biodegradable plastics, so that the biodigester 
can convert them to energy. A grinder, Tonto, was developed 
to prevent blockage of the system. With support from the 
WBSO, Pharmafilter elaborated the idea and, since 2011, the 
installation has been operational at the Reinier de Graaf 
hospital in Delft. The project did not go unnoticed. There is 
now interest from Ireland, Germany, Denmark, France, 
Switzerland and the United States.

	 What	amounts	of	tax	benefit	are	involved?
For companies (not for self-employed entrepreneurs) there are two 
tax brackets with different benefit percentages for all R&D costs 
(total R&D wage costs, plus either the actual costs and expenses  
or the fixed sum against costs and expenses). This so-called ‘R&D 
payroll tax deduction’ amounts to 32% of the first €350,000 of  
your R&D wage and other costs, and 16% of all further R&D costs.  
Is yours a start-up company? Then the tax deduction for the first 
€350,000 spent on R&D is even higher (40%).

Self-employed entrepreneurs are entitled to a fixed ‘R&D tax 
deduction’ of €12,522, and start-up self-employed entrepreneurs 
are entitled to an additional deduction of €6,264. Self-employed 
entrepreneurs who employ others are eligible for R&D deductions 
to the payroll taxes paid for these employees, as well as for their 
own R&D tax deductions.

	 How	is	the	tax	advantage	calculated?	
The fiscal advantage for companies depends on the number of 
allocated R&D hours, the R&D hourly wage, and the applicant’s 
own choice for either a fixed sum or the actual costs and expenses.

The formula used is:
((R&D hrs x R&D hourly wage) + (fixed sum or budgeted costs and 
expenses)) x percentage

Self-employed entrepreneurs are entitled to a fixed deduction  
(see above).
  
 How are R&D wage costs and hourly wages calculated?
We calculate R&D wage costs by multiplying the R&D hourly wage 
by the number of allocated R&D hours. The R&D hourly wage is a 
fixed average amount per hour that applies to all your R&D staff. 
We determine the R&D hourly wage for 2017 in one of two ways:
1.  Did you make no use of the WBSO in 2015? In that case we 

employ a fixed, average R&D hourly wage of €29.
2.  Did you make use of the WBSO in 2015? In that case we calculate 

the R&D hourly wage for 2017 on the basis of the hourly wage of 
the staff that carried out your R&D in 2015. In this case you are 
required to tell us the Citizen Service Number (burgerservice-
nummer, BSN) of every member of your R&D staff. This can be 
done quickly and easily online.

 Applying for WBSO tax credits
A maximum of three applications may be made per calendar year. 
You may determine for yourself the period (no fewer than three 
and no more than twelve calendar months in length) for which the 
application is being submitted. If you wish to make use of WBSO 
tax credits in January 2017, then your application must have been 
submitted by no later than 30 November 2016. 
Self-employed entrepreneurs have until 30 September 2017 to 
submit an application for the calendar year of 2017, and are not 
governed by a maximum. 

WBSO Quick Scan
To find out whether you are eligible for a WBSO tax credit, 
do the Quick Scan on the next page, going from top to 
bottom. If you have to stop somewhere in the middle, you 
are probably ineligible; if in doubt, contact RVO.nl. Note:  
a positive result in the Quick Scan does not guarantee that 
your WBSO application will be approved after assessment.

Self-employed entrepreneurs have until 1 January 2017 to submit  
a WBSO application for R&D work that is due to start on 1 January 
2017.

WBSO applications can be submitted online, using either the 
online WBSO application form at eLoket or using a downloadable 
application program. Both require that you possess level 2+ 
eHerkenning (EH2+), so make sure you have obtained this in 
advance.
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Can you answer one of the following questions with a Yes?

1.  Do you develop products?

2.  Do you develop production processes?

Do you

or

Do you

Do you have yet to begin, or are you still carrying out, development or research?

Does your development or research work take place within the EU?

Do you pay Dutch corporate wage tax or wage tax?

I pay wage tax and have a one-man 
business, general partnership or limited 
partnership

I pay corporate wage tax (private or public 
limited liability company) and am not a public 
knowledge institute

Do you withhold Dutch payroll tax from 
the wages of your employees who carry 
out your development or research?

Do you think that you will carry out yourself 
at least 500 hours on development or 
research this year?

assessment of its contents.

As a tax withholding agent you meet the 

the WBSO.

As a self-employed person you meet the 

the WBSO.

yourself?

yourself?
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 WBSO
The WBSO is a Ministry of Economic Affairs initiative which helps 
entrepreneurs to lower the costs of doing R&D. It is implemented  
by RVO.nl, a department within the Ministry of Economic Affairs. 
Companies simply deduct WBSO tax credits from the tax payable 
 to the national tax authorities.
www.rvo.nl/wbso

 Contact
Telephone: +31 (0)88 0424242 (weekdays from 8.30am – 5pm).  
You can call this number with any questions you may have about 
applications submitted through eLoket.

	 Financial	settlement
If you have any questions about the administration of WBSO tax 
credit deductions, please call the national tax information line 
(+31 (0)800 0543) or contact your company’s tax office.

	 Innovation	Box
The Innovation Box is a fiscal incentive intended to encourage 
entrepreneurs to carry out innovative research. Information about 
the Innovation Box can be found on the website of the national tax 
administration office, Belastingdienst.nl. The website also includes 
a list of contact persons you can approach with any questions about 
the use of the Innovation Box.

 Patents
The Netherlands Patent Office (Octrooicentrum Nederland) provides 
information on intellectual property rights as well as relevant 
patent information with which to further develop your invention, 
identify competitors, and find potential partners. 
www.rvo.nl/octrooien

 Custumary Pay Regulation
Are you a director and major shareholder and the WBSO sees you  
as a start up? As from 2017 the minimum wage is the base for  
the customary pay regulation. For further infomation, we refer  
to the national tax administration office. 
www.belastingdienst.nl

Other schemes that may be of interest
 
Energy Investment Allowance (Energie Investeringsaftrek, EIA)
Benefit from tax advantages when investing in energy-saving systems 
and technologies and in sustainable energy supplies. 
www.rvo.nl/EIA

Environmental Investment Allowance (Milieu Investeringsaftrek, 
MIA) and Vamil
Benefit from tax advantages when investing in environmentally-
friendly systems and technologies. www.rvo.nl/miavamil

Innovation credit (Innovatiekrediet)
Credit for the financing of highly promising and innovative projects. 
www.rvo.nl/innovatiekrediet

Loans for SMEs (BMKB)
Bank loans for small and medium-sized enterprises, with favourable 
conditions. www.rvo.nl/bmkb

The MKB+ Innovation Fund (Innovatiefonds MKB+)
The MKB+ Innovation Fund supports innovative entrepreneurs with 
three financing instruments: Innovation Credit, the SEED Capital 
Scheme, and the Fund-of-Funds. www.innovatiefondsmkb.nl

Other support for entrepreneurs
www.rvo.nl/ondernemingsfinanciering or www.rvo.nl/ondernemersfinanciering


